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In Character

Melvin Major Jr., 50
Partner at Melvin's Juice Box
Greenwich Village

Did you grow up In New York?
No, | grew up in Hilton Head
Island, South Carolina, so
Iwas a country boy, running
around barefoot, chasing
rabbits, farming.

So how’d you wind up here?

My mom came to Harlem when
Iwas about eight. | arrived once
she got settled in and got into the
wrong crowd. From 14 to about
22, 1was dealing drugs. One day
Irealized, Thisis notme. And |
Jjust stopped. The firstjob Igot
was makingjuice at Integral Yoga.
Ididn’t care about the pay or
anything. Ijustwantedtobe likea
normal citizen and do my part.

And you've stuck with It since?
Once | started, | had a passion
forit. It's kept me straight ever
since. The best thing that ever
happened to me was to work. It’s
wonderful to see people outside
on abeautiful day justdrinkinga
juice, hanging out on stoops.

Do you still live In Harlem?

I'm in Brooklyn now, across from
Prospect Park. | like fishing, so
Ifish there daily. | carry four or
five poles because people get
interested and I'll teach them. It’s
abeautiful thing to see people
Jjust hanging outamongst each
other in the park, enjoying life.
Iwish everyone could always

be like that.—Interview by
Dana Varinsky
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For more

confessions, visit
timeout.com/
nysticky-notes

WORD ON
THE STREET

Tweet us @timeoutnewyork with

the hashtag #wordonthestreet.

For more things we've overheard,
g0 to timeout.com/nywots

“Can you imagine how
cool it would be if you
didn’t have a penis
and then suddenly you
just got one?”

“It was a combination
of dodgeball and bowling,
and | was amazing at it.”

“It’s too tragic to eat
space food alone!”

“Every time three gay
people get together, a
bottle of Fireball
magically appears.”

“You have a very
forgettable vagina.”

“I feel like you're either
Team Auntie Anne’s
or Team Cinnabon.

Never both.”

STICKY-NOTE
CONFESSIONS

What's the craziest
thing you've done to
escape the heat?
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“I'll only trust myself with
expensive sunglasses
after I've successfully

raised kids for
a few years.”

“Do you think Batman
will be at Output
tonight?”

“We got totally owned
by the MTA tonight.
Wasn't pretty.”
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